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Objective 1

6B
Rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as

figurative language, [idioms,] multiple--meaning words, and technical

vocabulary (9-11)

TAKS Information Booklet
(Some items) ask students to identify relevant context in order to understand the meaning of a word.

Implications for Instruction and Evidence of Understanding
This student expectation focuses on the student's understanding of:
o figurative language,
e multiple--meaning words, and
e technical vocabulary.

An analysis of the words that are tested indicates that TAKS takes a very broad view of "figurative

language." Traditionally, figurative language has been defined as "language that is not literal; metaphorical

language." The figurative language that is tested appears to be language that is colorful or descriptive.

Examples of words that have been tested include:
e croup

e regaled

o deluge

e diorama

e poignant

e calumny

e enunciates

e  emitting

e forage

e spindly

e arduous

e sheen

e travelogue

Patterns of Questions

Questions have followed one of two patterns:

1. Straightforward questions that ask the meaning of the word: The word deluge in paragraph 19

means a —

2. Questions that ask what “word clues” from the passage guide the reader to know the meaning of
the unfamiliar word: Which words from paragraph___1 help the reader understand the meaning

of the word ?

Correct Answer
e A plausible and contextually correct meaning of the word tested
e  Words that assist the reader in determining the meaning of the word tested

Grade: 9-11
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Objective 1

Incorrect Answers/Distracters
A meaning contextually related to the passage, but not the meaning of the word as it is used
Information or meaning found elsewhere in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
Opposite meaning of the word tested

Note: Sometimes students may choose an incorrect answer because they do not know or they are confused

by the word in the answer choice.

Other distracters that could be used to test word meaning (but not yet found on any of the released items)

include:

e An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

e Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the meaning of the
word tested

9t Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “Mama and Her Bank Account”

TAKS Objective:1; 6(B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple--meaning words, and technical vocabulary

Generic Analysis: Technical vocabulary (medical)

1 Which words from paragraph 21 help the reader understand the meaning of the word croup?

A understand, confused Information or meaning found elsewhere in the passage, but not relevant to
the word tested

B emergencies, doctor A meaning contextually related to the passage and found elsewhere in the
passage, but not the meaning of the word as it is used

C medicine, drugstore Correct Answer

D broke, sudden Information or meaning found elsewhere in the passage, but not relevant to
the word tested

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “My Bold Brother Carmen”

TAKS Objective:1; 6(B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple--meaning words, and technical vocabulary

Generic Analysis: Figurative Language

18 Which words from paragraphs 31 and 32 help the reader understand the meaning of the word regaled?

F farthest, unsophisticated, foreign Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
G felt, compared, visited Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
H significant, achievements, failure | Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
J tell, relate, share Correct Answers

9t Grade, 2006, Passage: “A Horse for Matthew”

Objective: 01 D.6 (B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as figurative
language, [idioms,] multiple-meaning words, and technical vocabulary.

Generic Analysis: Figurative/Descriptive Language

1 In paragraph 43, the word emitting means —

A uttering Correct Answer

B viewing Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

C rushing Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

D whispering Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

Grade: 9-11 R-2
Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Texas Education Agency, Austin TX
Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Dallas County Schools, Dallas TX




Objective 1

10™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Brian’s Return”

TAKS Objective:1; 6(B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple--meaning words, and technical vocabulary

Generic Analysis: Figurative Language

2 The word deluge in paragraph 19 means a —

F drought Opposite meaning of the word tested

G mistake A meaning contextually related to the passage (Brian did make a mistake), but not the
meaning of the word as it is used

H flood Correct Answer

J trickle Opposite meaning of the word tested

10™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Brian’s Return”

TAKS Objective:1; 6(B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple--meaning words, and technical vocabulary

Generic Analysis: Technical Vocabulary

4 Which word from paragraph 8 helps the reader understand the meaning of the word diorama?

F painting Correct Answer

G private Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
H sheltered Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
J canopy Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

10" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Summer of the Raccoons”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.6 (B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple-meaning words, and technical vocabulary.

Generic Analysis: Figurative/Descriptive Language

12 In paragraph 26, the word forage means —

F search Correct Answer

G cry Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

H prepare Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

J shop Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

10" Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “The Girl Who Can”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.6 (B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple-meaning words, and technical vocabulary.

Generic Analysis: Figurative/Descriptive Language

1 Which words from paragraph 18 help the reader understand the meaning of the word spindly?

A daughter, woman Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
B insisted, thank Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
C biggest, later Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
D long, thin Correct Answer

10" Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “My Daughter the Hoopster”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.6 (B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple-meaning words, and technical vocabulary.

Generic Analysis: Figurative/Descriptive Language

16 Which words from paragraph 5 help the reader understand the meaning of the word arduous?

F bittersweet, carry | Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
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Objective 1

G gratitude, pleasure Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

H listen, preserve Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

J complications, risked | Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “Growing Up in the U.S”

TAKS Objective:1; 6(B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple--meaning words, and technical vocabulary

Generic Analysis: Figurative Language

8 Which word from paragraph 14 helps the reader understand the meaning of the word poignant?

A perhaps Word found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
B loss Correct Answer

C personal Word found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested
D express Word found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

11" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Letter That Changed My Life”

TAKS Objective:1; 6(B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, [idioms,] multiple--meaning words, and technical vocabulary

Generic Analysis: Figurative Language

13 In paragraph 2, the word calumny means —

A disappointment A meaning contextually related to the passage (the author was disappointed), but
not the meaning of the word as it is used

B anecdote A meaning contextually related to the passage (the author was disappointed), but
not the meaning of the word as it is used

C slander Correct Answer

D compliment Opposite meaning of the word tested

11" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “The First Day”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, connotation and denotation of words, analogies, [idioms,] and technical
vocabulary.

Generic Analysis: Figurative Language

4 In paragraph 20, the word enunciates means —

F reads Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

G remembers Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

H explains Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

J pronounces Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “Going to America”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, connotation and denotation of words, analogies, [idioms,] and technical
vocabulary.

Generic Analysis: Figurative/Descriptive Language

13 In paragraph 1, which word helps the reader understand the meaning of the word sheen?

A carved Word found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

B branch Word found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

C waving Word found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

D polished Correct Answer

Grade: 9-11 R-4
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Objective 1

11" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “In Search of Eels”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (B) rely on context to determine meanings of words and phrases such as
figurative language, connotation and denotation of words, analogies, [idioms,] and technical
vocabulary

Generic Analysis: Technical Vocabulary

1 In paragraph 53, the word travelogue refers to a —

A motor Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested
B thought Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the

meaning of the word tested

C commentary | Correct Answer

D movie Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence), but not the
meaning of the word tested

Grade: 9-11 R-5
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Objective 1

6E
Use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, thesaurus, [and available
technology] to determine precise meanings and usage (9-11)

TAKS Information Booklet

There is no information in the TAKS Information Booklet for this student expectation.

Implications for Instruction and Evidence of Understanding

This student expectation focuses on the student's understanding of how to use reference materials to
determine the meanings and uses of words. Although the student expectation specifies the use of a
glossary, dictionary, and thesaurus, only dictionary-like questions have appeared in the TAKS
Information Booklet and on the released tests.

Words that are tested are, of necessity, all multi-meaning words.

Pattern of Questions

Since this student expectation assesses use of reference materials, all test items have used the following
format:

Read the following dictionary entry.

(an entry from a dictionary that includes the pronunciation, the part of speech, and four possible
meanings.)

A question that asks: Which definition best matches the meaning of the word ___ as it is used in
paragraph  ?

Correct Answer

Plausible and contextually correct meaning of the word tested

Incorrect Answers/Distracters

e An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the
context used

Note: Unlike the TAAS, the level of vocabulary used in TAKS
incorrect answers is much more difficult. Sometimes students may
choose an incorrect answer because they do not know or they are
confused by the word in the answer choice.

Other distracters sometimes used to test word meaning (but not yet

found on any of the released items) could include:

e A meaning contextually related to the passage, but not the
meaning of the word as it is used

e Information or meaning found elsewhere in the passage, but not
relevant to the word tested

Grade: 9-11 R-6
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Objective 1

e  Words found in the passage, but not relevant to the word tested

e Opposite meaning of the word tested

e Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence),
but not the meaning of the word tested

Not assessed on 9" Grade 2003 Released Test

9th Grade, 2006, Passage: “Hello, Old Paint”

Objective: 01 D.6 (E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, thesaurus, [and available
technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Use reference material to determine word meaning

18 Read the following dictionary entry.

bounee %'baunitsh v 1. to cause to rebound
after striking a surface 2. to dismiss from
employment; fire 3. to present an idea to
another person for comments or approval
4. to be returned by a bank because of a
shortage of money

Which definition best matches the use of the
word bounced in paragraph 17

F Definition 1 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the
meaning in the context used

G Definition 2 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the
meaning in the context used

H Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the
meaning in the context used

J Definition 4 Correct Answer

10™ Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “I Go Along”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, [thesaurus, and
available technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Dictionary entry; also multi-meaning word

1 Read the following dictionary entry.

impression\im-pre-shon\n1l.a stamp, form, or figure produced by pressure 2.a strong effect on
feelings or the mind 3.a notion or a belief, often of a vague nature 4.an imitation of a famous person
by an entertainer

Which definition best matches the meaning of the word impressions as it is used in paragraph 29 of the
story?

A Definition 1 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
B Definition 2 Correct Answer

C Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
D Definition 4 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

10™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “On Willow Creek”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, [thesaurus, and
available technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Dictionary entry; also multi-meaning word

Grade: 9-11 R-7
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Objective 1

14 Read the following dictionary entry.

stir\stor v1. to move slightly 2. to urge onward 3. to raise a topic for notice or debate
4. to mix, dissolve, or make by continued circular motion

Which definition best matches the meaning of the word stirred as it is used in paragraph 5 of the essay?

F Definition 1 Correct Answer

G Definition 2 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
H Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
J Definition 4 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

10" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Set Free”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.6 (E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, [thesaurus, and
available technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Use reference materials to identify unfamiliar words

2 Read the following dictionary entry.

wateh v'wachh 1. a portable timepiece

2. a guard or sentinel 3. a period of duty; shift
4. a notice or bulletin indicating severe
weather

Which definition best matches the meaning
of the word wateh as it iz used in paragraph 57

F Definition 1 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
G Definition 2 Correct Answer
H Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
J Definition 4 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the

meaning in the context used

11" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “The Miraculous Phonograph Record”

TAKS Objective: 2; 6(E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, [thesaurus, and
available technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Dictionary entry; also multi-meaning word

1 Read the following dictionary entry.

fix \ fiks\ v 1. to stabilize 2. to capture the attention of 3. to get ready for 4. to repair or mend

Which definition best matches the use of the word fixed in paragraph 8?

A Definition | Correct Answer

B Definition 2 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
C Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
D Definition 4 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

11" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “The First Day”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, [thesaurus, and
available technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Use Resource Materials to Determine Word Meaning

Grade: 9-11
Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Texas Education Agency, Austin TX
Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Dallas County Schools, Dallas TX




Objective 1

1 HRead the following dictionary entry.

lost \osts adf 1. unable to find one’s way

2. no longer known or practiced 3. lacking self-
confidence 4. not used to one's benefit or
advantage

Which definition best matches the meaning of
the word losi as it is used in paragraph 27

A Definition 1 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
B Definition 2 Correct Answer

C Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
D Definition 4 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

Note: Fourth most frequently missed question in the state.
Answer Choices were: A—12%; B—66%; C—3%; D—18%

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “My Father Sits in the Dark”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, [thesaurus, and

available technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Use resource materials to determine word meaning

even i-van adf 1. calm, undisturbed
2. having no bumps 3. equally matched or
balanced 4. fair and impartial

Which definition best matches the meaning of
the word even as it is used in paragraph 187

F Definition 1 Correct Answer

G Definition 2 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
H Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used
J Definition 4 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

11" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “Living an Adventurous Life”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.6 (E) use reference material such as glossary, dictionary, [thesaurus, and

available technology] to determine precise meanings and usage.

Generic Analysis: Use resource materials

13 Read the following dictionary entry.

refine “ri-fin v L. to elevate 2. to remove
moral imperfections 3. to cultivate
4. to alter by polishing or reducing

Which definition best matches the use of the
word rgfine in paragraph 57

A Definition 1 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

B Definition 2 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

C Definition 3 An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the context used

D Definition 4 Correct Answer

Grade: 9-11 R-9
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Objective 1

6F
Identify the relation of word meanings in analogies, homonyms,
synonyms/antonyms, and connotation/denotation (9)
6F
Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the

connotative power of words (11th)
(tested in Objective 3)

TAKS Information Booklet
(Some items) ask students to identify relevant context in order to understand the meaning of a word.

Implications for Instruction and Evidence of Understanding

This student expectation focuses on the student's understanding of:
. analogies,

. homonyms,

. synonyms/antonyms, and

e  connotation/denotation

Synonyms and Antonyms
The only two test items available for analysis test synonyms and antonyms.

Connotation/Denotation
See Objective 3, 6(F): "discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the
connotative power of words" (10-11).

Analogies
Although analogies are included in this student expectation as well as in Objective 1, 6(G): "read and
understand analogies" (10-11), there have been no analogy questions on any released test.

Connotation/Denotation
For examples of items that assess connotation and denotation, see Objective 3, 6(F): "discriminate
between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the connotative power of words" (10-11).

Homonyms
There are no test items that assess homonyms.

Pattern of Questions

Which of these is an antonym for the word in paragraph __ ?
Which of the following words is a synonym for the word in paragraph  ?
Correct Answer

Antonym Questions
The opposite meaning of the tested word

Synonym Questions
The same meaning as the tested word

Grade: 9-11 R-10

Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Texas Education Agency, Austin TX
Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Dallas County Schools, Dallas TX



Objective 1

Incorrect Answers/Distracters

Antonym Questions
e Not quite a synonym, but similar in meaning; question asks for antonym
e Similar word structure (e.g., same prefix, suffix, or root), but not the antonym

Synonym Questions

e Related to the meaning of the tested word or a word in the same
paragraph but not it meaning of the tested word

e Opposite meaning of the tested word

Note: Unlike the TAAS, the level of vocabulary used in TAKS
incorrect answers is much more difficult. Sometimes students may
choose an incorrect answer because they do not know or they are
confused by the word in the answer choice.

Other distracters sometimes used to test word meaning (but not

found on any of the released items) include:

e An accurate meaning of the word, but not the meaning in the
context used

e Syntactically correct (i.e., fits the grammatical structure of the sentence),
but not the meaning of the word tested

9™ Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “Unforgettable Clarence Mathews”

TAKS Objective: 1; 6(F) identify the relation of word meanings in analogies, homonyms,
synonyms/antonyms, and connotation/denotation

Generic Analysis: Antonym

7 Which of these is an antonym for the word improbable in paragraph 3?

A Wild Not quite a synonym, but similar in meaning; question asks for antonym
B Impossible Not quite a synonym, but similar in meaning; question asks for antonym
C Likely Correct Answer

D Imaginative Similar word structure (same prefix) but not the antonym

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “My Bold Brother Carmen”

TAKS Objective: 1; 6(F) identify the relation of word meanings in analogies, homonyms,
synonyms/antonyms, and connotation/denotation

Generic Analysis: Synonym

15 Which of the following words is a synonym for the word mustering in paragraph 45?

A Moving Related to the meaning of the word "strength" in the paragraph, but not it meaning of
the tested word

B Gathering Correct Answer

C Placing Related to the meaning of the word "strength" in the paragraph, but not it meaning of
the tested word

D Separating Opposite meaning of the tested word

Grade: 9-11 R-11
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Objective 1

6G

Read and understand analogies (10-11)
(also tested in Objective 1)

TAKS Information Booklet

There is no information for this student expectation in the TAKS Information Booklet.

Implications for Instruction and Evidence of Understanding

There are no sample questions for this student expectation in either the TAKS Information Booklet
or the released tests. It is, therefore, not possible to determine how to approach the teaching of
analogies in the classroom.

Not assessed on any released test in 2003, 2004, 2006

Grade: 9-11
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Objective 1

7F—Identify main ideas and their supporting details (9)
7G—Summarize texts (9)
7F—Produce summaries of texts
by identifying main ideas and their supporting details (10-11)

TAKS Information Booklet
Some items will require a student to recognize main idea(s) or gist in expository texts or in a
limited portion of a literary text. These items will clearly indicate to students that they are to
focus on broad or central ideas.

Summary items will focus on the reading selection as a whole. Students may be asked to
recognize a plot summary of a literary text. A summary is a short paragraph that includes the
main idea and the most important details of a text or portion of a text. For this type of item, all
answer choices will be constructed authentically as short paragraphs.

Implications for Instruction and Evidence of Understanding

Main Idea

Main idea is a statement about what the passage (or a portion of the passage is mostly about--TAKS
refers to this as the "gist." TAKS also differentiates between the main idea and a main idea. A main
idea is typically based on a single paragraph, a set of paragraphs or a significant event or idea in the
text. It is interesting that of the eight main idea questions available for analysis, five ask for the main
idea of a single paragraph and three ask for the main idea of a set of paragraphs.

There are two different kinds of "main idea" questions:
1. Traditional Main Idea Questions: These questions ask students to identify the main of

o a paragraph,
. a set of paragraphs
. the entire passage (typically only for expository passages, since narrative passages

typically do not have a single main idea).

2. Supporting A Main Idea Question: These questions provide the main idea in the question, and
then ask students to choose an answer that supports that main idea. It is not obvious from the
question that it is a main idea question, (e.g., Hanh says that the mandarin has never liked Gan
because —). The text structure of most narrative/literary text is chronological—events in the
order in which they occur. The subtext of the chronological events is typically cause/effect—an
event occurs and causes another event which in turn causes another event, etc. These events are
components of a plot line that traces the central conflict/story problem and the rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution. Since many of the events on the plot line are in a
cause/effect relationship, any of them represent an opportunity for a “supporting main idea”
question.

The following graphic organizer may be helpful to students to see and manipulate the thinking
process that is involved with identifying and supporting the/a main idea:

Grade: 9-11 R-13
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Objective 1

Main Idea Graphic Organizer

Support From Passage Support From Passage

Main Idea

Support From Passage Support From Passage

3. Best Summary
The best summary is, superficially, a summary of details, i.e., 2-4 sentences that contain multiple,

accurate details from throughout (beginning, middle, and end) the passage.

The best summary of a narrative/literary passage will be a plot summary and will have the following
attributes:

e 2-4 sentences

e  Multiple, accurate details

e Details come from the beginning, middle, and end of the passage

The best summary of an expository passage will have the following attributes:
e 2-4 sentences

e Main idea

e  Multiple, accurate details that support the main idea

e Details come from the beginning, middle, and end of the passage

Note: The details are in the passage--they are typically not inferred from the passage.

The following graphic organizer may be helpful to students to see and manipulate the thinking
process that is involved with identifying the best summary:

Best Summary Graphic Organizer

Sentences in Answer Choice Accurate? Where?
Yes? No? B M E
Yes? No? B M E
Yes? No? B M E
Yes? No? B M E
Grade: 9-11 R-14
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Objective

Pattern of Questions

2

Main idea questions have almost always included the phrase "mostly about" or “mostly about™:
e What is paragraph___ mainly/mostly about? (for narrative and expository passages)
e Paragraphs 11 and 12 are mainly about the — (for narrative and expository passages)
e What is this selection mainly about? (for expository passages)

In 2006, some main idea questions were asked more obliquely:

o In addition to regular school lessons, Miss Bessie also taught the author how —.

o Tommy’s grandfather was once well known as a —

o Approximately how long does it take Grandpa to find the right horse for Matthew?

e How did the raccoons look when Shirley first found them?

e Nana believes that a woman’s legs should —

o Where was Miss Bessie when she learned the importance of a good education?

e In addition to regular school lessons, Miss Bessie also taught the author how —
e Nancy Mairs was first diagnosed as having —
e The strengths of Jamila’s game are —
e At the beginning of the article, the writer is watching his daughter play —

These questions are main idea questions because they address a main idea in the story as opposed
to the main idea.

Supporting main idea questions have primarily been cause/effect questions. Examples include:
e How was Matthew’s leg broken?

e When the author finally found the paper with the bank’s phone number on it, it was difficult to

read because —
e The author had good memories of Cricket and Sassy because —
e Gallico became a sportswriter because —

Best Summary
e Which of these gives the best summary for the article/story/passage?

Correct Answer

Main Idea
A broad statement that explains what the passage (or portion of the passage) is mostly about; the
statement is supported by multiple, accurate details from the passage

Supporting of Main Idea
An accurate statement from the passage that supports the/a main idea (the/a main idea is given in

the question)

Best Summary
e 2-3 sentences
e A/The main idea of the passage
e  Multiple, accurate details that support that main idea
e Supporting details come from the beginning, middle, and end of

the passage

Grade: 9-11
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Incorrect Answers/Distracters
Main Idea
e Statements/details from the passage (completely or partially accurate), but not the main idea
e Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage
e Main idea of a different part of the passage, but not the main idea of the targeted section
e Plausible statement related to the passage, but not the main idea

Supporting a Main Idea
e Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage
e Information/detail from the passage (completely or partially accurate), but not the main idea
e Plausible statement, but not in the passage (and/or not responsive to the question)

Best Summary
e Inaccurate details

e Incomplete set of details (e.g., accurate details from the beginning and middle, but not the end or
accurate details from the middle and end but not the beginning)

9™ Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “Mama and Her Bank Account”

TAKS Objective 1; (7(F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

2 What is paragraph 16 mainly about?

A After seeing her neighbors evicted, Katrin fears Correct Answer
that her family might lose their house someday.

B Mrs. Jensen is ashamed because strange men are | Accurate details from the passage, but not the main

moving furniture out of her house. idea
C People without enough money to pay the landlord | Accurate details from the passage, but not the main
suffer embarrassment in front of their neighbors. idea
D Katrin remembers the day when the Jensens had | Accurate details from the passage, but not the main
to move out of their house. idea

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “A Brother in Need”

TAKS Objective: 1: 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

3 Paragraphs 16 through 21 are mostly about —

A the many loyal friends Gan has made Inaccurate/contradictory information from the
passage from the passage

B Gan’s attempts to further cheat his brother Inaccurate/contradictory information
from the passage

C Gan'’s rise to popularity and riches Main idea of a different part of the
passage, but not the main idea of the targeted
section

D the unwillingness of Gan’s friends to help him Correct Answer

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “My Bold Brother Carmen”

TAKS Objective 1:7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

17 Paragraph 46 is mainly about —

A Carmen’s sense of loss as his marriage | Accurate details from the passage, but not the main idea

Grade: 9-11 R-16
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Objective 1

unraveled

B the author’s feelings of envy and cowardice Partially accurate details from the passage, but not the
main idea

C Carmen’s eventual success in his career Partially accurate details from the passage, but not the
main idea

D the author’s change in attitude toward his Correct Answer

brother

9™ Grade, 2006, Passage: “A Horse for Matthew”

Objective: 01 D.7 (F) identify main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

2 Tommy’s grandfather was once well known as a —

F horse trainer Plausible statement related to the passage, but not the main idea
G belt maker Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage

H rodeo champion Correct Answer

J horse breeder Plausible statement related to the passage, but not the main idea

9™ Grade, 2006, Passage: “A Horse for Matthew”

Objective: 01 D.7 (F) identify main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

3 Approximately how long does it take Grandpa to find the right horse for Matthew?

A A month Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage
B A couple of days Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage
C All summer Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage
D Two weeks Correct Answer

9™ Grade, 2006, Passage: “A Horse for Matthew

Objective: 01 D.7 (F) identify main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

5 Paragraph 42 is mainly about —

A Matthew and Sundance becoming acquainted | Correct Answer

B what horses like to eat while in the corral Statements/details from the passage (completely or
partially accurate), but not the main idea

C fences and their usefulness on ranches Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage

D Matthew leaving the corral with the others Statements/details from the passage (completely or
partially accurate), but not the main idea

9th Grade, 2006, Passage: “Hello, Old Paint”

Objective: 01 D.7 (F) identify main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

19 Paragraphs 5 and 6 are mainly about —

A how much trouble the animals had Plausible statement related to the passage, but not the main idea
become

B how the author rationalized the sale | Correct Answer
of her pets

C how angry the author was with the Plausible statement related to the passage, but not the main idea
buyers of Cricket and Sassy

D why American saddlebreds are Plausible statement related to the passage, but not the main idea
lovable Horses

10™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Brian’s Return”

Grade: 9-11 R-17
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Objective 1

TAKS Objective: 1; E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

3 What is paragraph 41 primarily about?

A Brian is able to find enough dry wood to start a Correct Answer

fire.

B Native Americans used birch bark to construct Accurate details from the passage, but not the main
canoes. idea

C The wound in his leg makes it difficult for Brian | Accurate details from the passage, but not the main
to walk. idea

D It usually takes only one match for Brian to start a | Partially accurate details from the passage, but not
campfire. the main idea

10" Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “My Fight with Jack Dempsey”

TAKS Objective: Objective 1; 7(F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

9 Paragraphs 5 and 6 are mainly about —

A Gallico’s desire to be good at his job Accurate statement inferred from the passage, but
not the main idea

B the hazards of prizefighting Accurate statement inferred from the passage, but
not the main idea

C Gallico’s motivation for fighting Dempsey Correct Answer

D the challenges of becoming a writer Accurate statement inferred from the passage, but
not the main idea

10" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “On Willow Creek”

TAKS Objective: 1;7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

15 Paragraphs 11 and 12 are mainly about the —

A inability of the geese to land Correct Answer

B thickness of the fog Accurate details from the passage, but not the main
idea

C bravery of a single goose Inaccurate/contradictory information from the
passage

D location of the creek Accurate details from the passage, but not the main
idea

10" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Set Free”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

4 What is paragraph 1 mainly about?

F The boy identifies with the dog’s Correct Answer

confinement.

G The dog is unhappy with his Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (the boy
situation. was unhappy, not the dog)

H The boy is angry with his father. Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea

J The dog lunges and jerks against his | Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea
cable.

Grade: 9-11 R-18
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Objective 1

10" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Summer of the Raccoons”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

13 The first seven paragraphs of the selection are mainly about the author and his wife —

A finding two baby raccoons Correct Answer

B playing golf at Stony Brook Statements/details from the passage, but not the main idea
C arguing about responsibility Statements/details from the passage, but not the main idea
D seeking peace and quiet Statements/details from the passage, but not the main idea

10™ Grade, 2006-F ebruary Administration, Passage: “Summer of the Raccoons”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

14 How did the raccoons look when Shirley first found them?

F Lifeless Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (they were small, but they
were moving and making noise)

G Injured Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage

H Underfed Correct Answer

J Clean Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (they were dirty)

Note: Ninth most frequently missed question in the state.
Answer Choices were: F—14%; G—4%; H—81%; J—1%

10" Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “The Girl Who Can”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

2 Nana believes that a woman’s legs should —

F be long and lean Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage

G have strong thighs Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage—not in the passage
H support solid hips Correct Answer

J be like her mother’s Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage—not in the passage

11™ Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “Las Papas”

TAKS Objective 1; 7(F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

1 What is paragraph 20 mostly about?

A The child’s father knows potatoes | Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage
only by their Spanish name.

B Potatoes are difficult to harvest Partially accurate details from the passage, but not the main idea
and prepare.

C The child’s father thinks that Partially accurate details from the passage, but not the main idea
potatoes are not nutritious.

D Potatoes represent something Correct Answer

unpleasant to the child’s father.

11™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “The Miraculous Phonograph Record”

TAKS Objective 1: 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

Grade: 9-11 R-19
Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Texas Education Agency, Austin TX
Copyright © 2003, 2004, 2006 Dallas County Schools, Dallas TX




Objective 1

3 Paragraph 7 is mainly about —

A the varying weights and sizes of fig packs Accurate details from the passage, but not the main
idea

B the different dried-fruit packinghouses that offer | Accurate details from the passage, but not the main

work idea

C the effect of the length of the fig season on Mrs. | Partially accurate details from the passage, but main

Saroyan idea

D the fluctuations in how much Mrs. Saroyan Correct Answer

earns at work

11" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Unforgettable Miss Bessie”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

12 What is this selection mainly about?

F A successful journalist remembers the difficult Statements/details from the passage (completely
challenges he overcame many years ago in high school. | or partially accurate), but not the main idea

G A former student is surprised when he visits his old Inaccurate/contradictory information from the
high school teacher passage

H A former student remembers the high school teacher | Correct Answer
who taught him the real meaning of education

J A woman born into poverty becomes an inspirational | Statements/details from the passage (completely
high school teacher. or partially accurate), but not the main idea

11™ Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Unforgettable Miss Bessie”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

13 Where was Miss Bessie when she learned the importance of a good education?

A Bernard High School Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea—not
where she learned the importance of a good education

B Trinity School Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea—not
where she learned the importance of a good education

C Normal School Correct Answer

D Fisk University Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea—not
where she learned the importance of a good education

11™ Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Unforgettable Miss Bessie”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

14 In addition to regular school lessons, Miss Bessie also taught the author how —

F to gain access to books in the town Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (Miss

library Bessie learned how to access the books; she did not teach the
author how)

G to stand up to peer pressure Correct Answer

H to play the piano Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage Miss

Bessie played the piano; she did not teach the author to play)

J to work as a newspaper delivery boy | Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (the
student was the delivery boy—not Miss Bessie)

Note: Fifth most frequently missed question in the state.

Grade: 9-11 R-20
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Objective 1

] Answer Choices were: F—13%; G—66%; H—6%; J—14%

11" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Unforgettable Miss Bessie”

supporting details.

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

15 What is paragraph 15 mainly about?

A The author found a way to study
even in very difficult conditions.

Correct Answer

B The author enjoyed reading classic
literature by lamplight.

Statements/details from the passage (partially accurate: he read
by lamplight), but not the main idea

C The author’s family lived in poverty
without benefit of electricity.

Statements/details from the passage (completely or partially
accurate), but not the main idea

D The author’s father built their small
house with very little money.

Statements/details from the passage (completely or partially
accurate), but not the main idea

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “My Father Sits in the Dark”

supporting details.

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

Generic Analysis: Main ldea

3 What is paragraph 40 mainly about?

A The narrator hears a clock, a car,
and papers on the street.

Statements/details from the passage, but not the main idea

B The narrator realizes the night is
louder than he had thought.

Statements/details from the passage (completely or partially
accurate), but not the main idea

C The narrator can hear the sound of
his father breathing in the dark.

Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage—he does
not hear his father breathing

D The narrator has his first experience
of the comforting sounds of the night.

Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “Going to America”

supporting details.

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

Generic Analysis: Main ldea

14 What is paragraph 6 mainly about?

F Nicholas decided to disobey his mother.

Statements/details from the passage, but not the main idea

G Nicholas still felt connected to his
homeland.

Correct Answer

H To Nicholas Greece was a beautiful

country.

Statements/details from the passage, but not the main idea

J The vastness of the sea frightened Nicholas.

Statements/details from the passage, but not the main idea

11" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “Living an Adventurous Life”

supporting details.

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

Generic Analysis: Main idea

14 Nancy Mairs was first diagnosed as having —

F multiple sclerosis

Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea—what she was first
diagnosed as having

G cerebral palsy
having.

Plausible answer (based on her symptoms) but not what she was first diagnosed as

H depression

Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea—what she was first

Grade: 9-11
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Objective 1

diagnosed as having

J a brain tumor Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “Living an Adventurous Life”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying
main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

16 This selection is mainly about —

F the author’s adjustment to life with Correct Answer
multiple sclerosis

G the excitement that can be shared Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea
through books

H the author’s depression about giving | Statements/details from the passage but not the main idea
up certain activities

J traveling to several foreign countries | Statements/details from the passage (partially accurate), but not
the main idea

10" Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “The Girl Who Can”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

4 What are paragraphs 26 and 27 mainly about?

F Maami almost tells Nana a secret about Adjoa. | Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage
G Maami and Nana finally resolve their Plausible statement, but not in the passage
disagreement about school.

H Adjoa is surprised when her grandmother Information/detail from the passage, but not the main
irons her uniform. idea

J Nana begins to think about Adjoa’s legs in a Correct Answer

different way.

10" Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “My Daughter the Hoopster”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main Idea

13 This article is mostly about —

A a father’s pride in his daughter’s Correct Answer

accomplishments

B a writer’s description of his love of Information/detail from the passage, but not the main idea
basketball

C the smallest girl on a college basketball Information/detail from the passage, but not the main idea
team

D the determination of a couple to have a Information/detail from the passage, but not the main idea
daughter

10" Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “My Daughter the Hoopster”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

14 The strengths of Jamila’s game are —

F height and speed Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage—she has
speed but not height

G speed and jump shots Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage—she has

Grade: 9-11 R-22
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speed but no mention of jump shots

H speed and attitude Correct Answer

J height and attitude Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage—she has
attitude but not height

10" Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “My Daughter the Hoopster”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

15 At the beginning of the article, the writer is watching his daughter play —

A as a seventh-grade point guard on the Ambherst Information/detail from the, but not at the beginning
High varsity team

B in the semifinals of the NCAA women’s national | Correct Answer
basketball tournament

C as the first female player at Takajo, a summer Information/detail from the, but not at the beginning
camp
D with her high school varsity team in the state Information/detail from the, but not at the beginning

championship finals

9™ Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “Unforgettable Clarence Mathews”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7(F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

8 Why were Mathews and the Allen Life Guard trying to raise money?

A To travel to Washington, D.C., to gain | Correct Answer

a Boy Scout charter

B To visit George Washington Carver’s | Accurate details from the passage, but not responsive to the

Tuskegee Institute question (why they were trying to raise money)

C To buy football uniforms for 70 boys | Partially accurate details from the from the passage, but not

in Alabama responsive to the question (why they were trying to raise
money)

D To keep the mortgage from being Partially accurate details from the from the passage, but not

foreclosed on Matthews’s house responsive to the question (why they were trying to raise
money)

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “A Brother in Need”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

1 Whose plan is it to bury the body in the forest?

A Gan’s A accurate character in the passage, but not the one with the plan
B Hanh’s Correct Answer

C Duc’s A accurate character in the passage, but not the one with the plan
D Gan’s friends’ A accurate character in the passage, but not the one with the plan

9t Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “A Brother in Need”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

2 Hanh says that the mandarin has never liked Gan because —

F Gan is rich and popular | Correct Answer

Grade: 9-11 R-23
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Objective 1

G the mandarin disliked Gan’s father Inaccurate information from the passage

H Gan cheated Duc Partially accurate information from the passage, but not
responsive to the question (why the mandarin never liked Gan)

J the mandarin wants Gan’s land Inaccurate information from the passage (perhaps plausible), but
not supported by information in the passage

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “A Brother in Need”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

4 After learning that Gan did not murder anyone, the mandarin is not upset about the night’s activities
because —

F Hanh has taught them all a valuable lesson Correct Answer

G he has always thought that Gan was innocent Plausible statement, but not in the passage
H Hanh has always been a good wife Plausible statement, but not in the passage
J he respects Gan’s friends for coming forward Plausible statement, but not in the passage

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “My Bold Brother Carmen”

TAKS Objective 1: 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

16 In New York City Carmen worked as a —

F librarian Partially accurate information from the passage (the writer was
a college professor, but not in New York)

G college professor Partially accurate information from the passage (the writer was
a college professor, but not in New York)

H graphic designer Correct Answer

J woodworker Partially accurate information from the passage (the writer was
a college professor, but not in New York)

9™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “My Bold Brother Carmen”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

19 After Carmen’s first marriage failed, the author noticed that his brother seemed —

A angry Plausible feeling, based on student's prior experience/learning, but not the
feeling/emotion of the character (when his first marriage failed)

B tired Correct Answer

C relieved Plausible feeling, based on student's prior experience/learning, but not the
feeling/emotion of the character (when his first marriage failed)

D embarrassed Plausible feeling, based on student's prior experience/learning, but not the
feeling/emotion of the character (when his first marriage failed); also a plausible
emotion after his second marriage failed)

9t Grade, 2006, Passage: “A Horse for Matthew”

Objective: 01 D.7 (F) identify main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

4 How was Matthew’s leg broken?

F A horse threw him. Plausible statement, but not in the

G He had a rodeo accident Plausible statement, but not in the

H A horse fell on him. Correct Answer

Grade: 9-11 R-24
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Objective 1

| J The corral fence collapsed. | Plausible statement, but not in the

9t Grade, 2006, Passage: “Hello, Old Paint”

Objective: 01 D.7 (F) identify main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a Main Idea (cause/effect)

17 When the author finally found the paper with the bank’s phone number on it, it was difficult to read
because —

A the paper was wet Correct Answer

B the handwriting was poor Plausible statement, but not in the passage

C the author could not see well Plausible statement, but not in the passage

D the seller had made a mistake

Plausible statement, but not in the passage

9™ Grade, 2006, Passage: “Hello, Old Paint”

Objective: 01 D.7 (F) identify main ideas and their supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting Main ldea—cause/effect

20 The author had good memories of Cricket and Sassy because —

F they were gifts from the author’s husband Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage

G the author and her husband rode Cricket and Plausible statement, but not in the passage
Sassy frequently

H Cricket and Sassy participated in the author’s Correct Answer

wedding

J the author had raised the animals from Birth Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage

10" Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “My Fight with Jack Dempsey”

TAKS Objective: 11 7(F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

8 Gallico became a sportswriter because —

A he played sports at Columbia and was in good
physical condition

Accurate information from the passage, but not
responsive to the question (the reason he decided to
become a sports writer)

B he was Dempsey’s sparring partner at Saratoga
Springs

Accurate information from the passage, but not
responsive to the question (the reason he decided to
become a sports writer)

C the newspaper publisher thought that Gallico was
a humorous writer

Accurate information from the passage, but not
responsive to the question (the reason he decided to
become a sports writer)

D an editor put him in the sports department to keep
him from being fired

Correct Answer

10" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “On Willow Creek”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting

details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

16 How do the fish react when Bass shines his flashlight into the water?

F They pay no attention to him.

Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

G They swim away under the icy surface.

Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

H They move beneath a submerged log.

Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

Grade: 9-11
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Objective 1

] J They are paralyzed by the light | Correct Answer

10" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Set Free”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting main idea

1 One of the reasons the boy hesitates before releasing the dog is that he —

A fears the dog might be run over by a | Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (not in the
car passage)

B realizes how angry his mother will Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (he

be realizes how angry his father will be)
C worries that he will lose the dog Correct Answer
D thinks the dog will come back Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (he

wonders if the dog will come back)

10" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “Set Free”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

3 How is the boy’s father involved in the dog’s care?

A He feeds the dog twice a day. Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (the
mother feeds the dog once a day)

B He walks the dog once a day. Correct Answer

C He cleans up the dog’s messes. Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (the boy
and his mother clean up the messes)

D He gives the dog a lot of affection. Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage (not in the
passage)

1™ Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Brian’s Return”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

1 During the first night described in the selection, Brian’s camp is visited by —

A a tornado Accurate detail mentioned in the passage, but not responsive to the question (what
visited his camp)

B beavers Accurate detail mentioned in the passage, but not responsive to the question (what
visited his camp)

C mosquitoes Accurate detail mentioned in the passage, but not responsive to the question (what
visited his camp)

D a bear Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “The Miraculous Phonograph Record”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

2 At first Mrs. Saroyan is upset about her son’s purchase because —

F she is distrustful of new inventions Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

G she thinks he took time away from his job to shop | Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

H she does not have time to listen to music Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

Grade: 9-11 R-26
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Objective 1

| J she believes it is a foolish investment | Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “The Miraculous Phonograph Record”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

4 When Mrs. Saroyan requests a second record, she asks Willie to —

F get a better deal than he got on his first purchase Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

G make sure that the songs on it are wonderful Correct Answer

H return the first record he purchased Inaccurate/contradictory information

J choose a record with banjo music Plausible statement, but not supported by the
passage

11" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Letter That Changed My Life”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

14 Before the publication of his letter, what had Smith written?

F A biographical essay on Yeats Partially accurate detail (Yeats is mentioned, but Smith
had written no biographical essay)

G Poems, short stories, and part of a novel Correct Answer

H Reviews for the New York Times Book Partially accurate detail (New York Times Book Review is

Review mentioned, but Smith had written no reviews)

J Report from Engine Co. 82 Partially accurate Engine Co, 82 is mentioned, but Smith
had written no reports)

11" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Letter That Changed My Life”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting
details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

16 What angers Smith when he reads the article about Yeats?

F The idea that Yeats is no longer considered Correct Answer

primarily an Irish poet

G The presumption that firefighters cannot Plausible statement with some accurate details
appreciate the poetry of Yeats (firefighters, Yeats), but not supported by

information in the passage

H The notion that Yeats did not deserve the Nobel Plausible statement with some accurate

Prize details (Nobel Prize, Yeats), but not
supported by information in the passage

J The belief that James Joyce was a better writer Plausible statement with some accurate

than Yeats details (James Joyce, Yeats), but not

supported by information in the passage

11" Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “The First Day”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

2 After receiving help from another woman in filling out the form, the mother —

F seems ashamed and embarrassed Plausible statement, but not in the passage (the daughter may
have been embarrassed)

G offers to return the favor Inaccurate/contradictory information

Grade: 9-11 R-27
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Objective 1

H thanks the woman Plausible statement, but not in the passage

J gives the woman fifty cents Correct Answer

11™ Grade, 2006-February Administration, Passage: “The First Day”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

3 In order to stop her daughter from whining, the mother —

A threatens to punish her Plausible statement, but not in the passage (the daughter may
have been embarrassed)

B lets her wear perfume Correct Answer

C plays a game with her Plausible statement, but not in the passage (the daughter may
have been embarrassed)

D buys her new shoes Information from the passage (completely or partially accurate),
but not responsive to the question—she did not buy the new
shoes to keep her quiet

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “My Father Sits in the Dark”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting main idea

1 The father does not like the kitchen light because —

A he had no electricity when he was young Correct Answer

B his eyes are still adjusted to the dark Plausible statement, but not in the passage

C he is ashamed of the way he looks to his son | Plausible statement, but not in the passage

D the noise it makes disturbs his thoughts Inaccurate/contradictory information from the passage

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “Going to America”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

12 Nicholas’s father stopped speaking into the tape recorder because —

F the tape broke while he was talking Plausible statement, but not in the passage
G he was finished telling his story Plausible statement, but not in the passage
H his grandchildren were distracting him Plausible statement, but not in the passage
J he became too emotional to continue Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “Going to America”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting a main idea

15 How did Prokopi Koulisis know the author’s father?

A He used to live near the author’s village. Correct Answer

B He helped raise the author. Plausible statement, but not in the
C They served together in the army. Plausible statement, but not in the
D They escaped together to America. Plausible statement, but not in the

11" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “In Search of Eels”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting main idea

2 As a child the narrator thinks that her father is a good storyteller because he —

Grade: 9-11 R-28
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Objective 1

F knows about many different things

Correct Answer

G has traveled to many different countries

Information from the passage (partially accurate), but not
responsive to the question—he has traveled to different
countries, but not when she was a child

H spent most of his youth in the navy

Plausible statement, but not in the passage and not
responsive to the question

J has a commanding speaking voice

Plausible statement, but not in the passage

1" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “In Search of Eels”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting main idea

3 Near the end of the story, the narrator goes to the fish market because she —

A needs to ask directions to the museum

Plausible statement, but not in the passage

B wants to buy some eel for her father

Correct Answer

C remembers the men who work there

Plausible statement, but not in the passage

D plans to buy dinner for her children

Plausible statement, but not in the passage

1" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “In Search of Eels”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

4 Paragraphs 30 through 33 are mainly about —

F the foods eaten by the narrator and her
father

Information/detail from the passage, but not the main idea

G the energy required for hiking

Information/detail from the passage, but not the main idea

H the narrator’s adventures with her father

Correct Answer

J a visit to Mount Fuji in Japan

Information/detail from the passage, but not the main idea

11" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “Living an Adventurous Life”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Main idea

14 Nancy Mairs was first diagnosed as having —

F multiple sclerosis Information/detail from the passage (completely or partially accurate), but not
the main idea—not when she was first diagnosed as having

G cerebral palsy Plausible statement, but not in the passage

H depression Information/detail from the passage (completely or partially accurate), but not

the main idea—not when she was first diagnosed as having

J a brain tumor Correct Answer

11" Grade, 2006-July Administration, Passage: “Living an Adventurous Life”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their
supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Supporting main idea

15 Mairs admires the people named in paragraph 3 because they are —

A physically handicapped Plausible statement, but not in the passage

B amusing Plausible statement, but not in the passage

C adventurers Correct Answer

D fiction writers Plausible statement, but not in the passage (most of the writers appear to be
non-fiction writers)

Grade: 9-11 R-29
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Objective 1

10" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “On Willow Creek”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting

details.

Generic Analysis: Best Summary

17 Which of these is the best summary of the essay?

A As a boy Rick Bass visits Willow Creek on a cold winter night. He
observes some small fish swimming beneath the ice of the frozen
edges of the creek. He must return to the cabin before he fully
understands what has happened.

The third sentence is inaccurate.

B On a wintry night Rick Bass sees fish swimming beneath the ice in
Willow Creek. On another winter night years later, he hears the
honking of geese lost in heavy fog. The two experiences help him
understand his deep connection to the wild.

Correct Answer

C When he was young, Rick Bass had to collect water from an ice-
covered creek. Several years pass before he visits the hill country
camp again. On that visit Bass tries to help some geese land on a
foggy night.

The second and third sentences are
inaccurate.

D On a visit to Willow Creek, Rick Bass hears geese honking as they
circle his cabin. His father explains that the geese have lost their way
in the fog. Bass begins to understand the power of nature.

The third sentence is inaccurate.

10™ Grade, 2006-F ebruary Administration, Passage: “Summer of the Raccoons”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Best Summary

15 Which of the following is the best summary of “Summer of the Raccoons”?

A Daniel, the author’s son, was preparing to go to college at Penn
State. Daniel’s three older siblings had already left home. When his
parents brought home two baby raccoons, he offered his father
advice but no real help. Eventually his father learned to feed and
care for the baby raccoons on his own.

Incomplete set of details (e.g.,
accurate details from the beginning,
but not the middle or the end)

B While playing golf, the author found two baby raccoons. He
called a wildlife expert, who told him that he would have to care for
the animals all summer. The author was frustrated but continued to
take care of the animals. Eventually he discovered that miniature
bottles made for a specific doll were perfect for feeding the
raccoons. The raccoons ate well and soon became strong enough to
eat cereal and bananas.

Incomplete set of details (e.g.,
accurate details from the beginning,
but not the middle or the end)

C The author built a wooden pen to house two orphaned raccoons
that he and his wife found. At his son Daniel’s suggestion, the
author left the door to the pen open so the two raccoons could
venture outside. He worried about the animals as they explored the
world, but Daniel assured his father that they would be fine.

Incomplete set of details (e.g.,
accurate details from the middle, but
not the beginning or the end)

D Despite the author’s initial resistance to caring for two orphaned
raccoons, he was enchanted by the animals and grew to love them.
The raccoons began to stay away from home longer as they grew
up, and the author found it difficult to let them go. His son, who
would soon be leaving home too, helped his father understand that
he had done his job; the animals would now have to take care of
themselves.

Correct Answer

Grade: 9-11
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Objective 1

10™ Grade, 2006-Make-up, Passage: “The Girl Who Can”

TAKS Objective: 01 E.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Best Summary

3 Which is the best plot summary of this story?

A A young African girl named Adjoa is ridiculed by her
grandmother for having long, thin legs. Adjoa and her mother are
often intimidated into silence by Nana’s strong opinions. It is only
when Adjoa is chosen as a runner for her school and wins an
athletic award that Nana begins to respect her.

Correct Answer

B Nana, the strong-willed grandmother of a young African girl, is
eager to share her views on many subjects. She advises the girl to
eat all her food and to avoid discussing sensitive topics. When
Nana discovers that her granddaughter is an athlete, she wears her
finest clothes to attend all the races.

Incomplete set of details (e.g.,
accurate details from the beginning
and end, but not the middle); no main
idea (i.e., the girl’s thin legs)

C A young girl from Ghana lives with her mother and
grandmother in a village called Hasodzi. Maami and Nana often
argue about the girl’s father and the shape of the girl’s legs. The
lengthy ongoing arguments cause the girl to feel afraid to speak
out, even about important subjects.

Incomplete set of details (e.g.,
accurate details from the beginning,
but not the middle or end)

D Adjoa, a seven-year-old girl from Ghana, is chosen to be a
runner for her school. Her grandmother demonstrates her pride by
washing and ironing Adjoa’s school uniform every day. At the end

Incomplete set of details (e.g.,
accurate details from the end, but not
the beginning or middle)

of the district sports week, Adjoa is awarded the cup for best all-

round junior athlete.

11" Grade, 2006-April Administration, Passage: “Going to America”

TAKS Objective: 01 F.7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their

supporting details.

Generic Analysis: Best Summary

16 Which of the following is the best summary of the selection?

F A young boy found a stone in his pocket as he emigrated
from Greece to America. His mother had once told him to
throw the stone away, but he kept it as a memory of the war
in Greece. Years later the boy’s father remembered when
his family arrived in New York. The boy reflected on the
meaning of immigration.

Incomplete set of details (e.g., accurate
details from the beginning and end, but not
the middle); no main idea of this expository
passage

G After a horrible war a young boy and his sisters traveled
by ship to be united with their father in America. Since
Greece was so beautiful, however, the boy wasn’t ready to
accept that he would never return to his homeland. The trip
took 18 days, and when the children arrived in New York,
their father was overcome with emotion.

Incomplete set of details (e.g., accurate
details from the beginning and end, but not
the middle); no main idea of this expository
passage

H A young boy thought of his family and homeland as the
ship he was on left Greece for America. He and his sisters
were under the care of a family friend who had lived in a
neighboring village in Greece. Everyone on the ship was
thrilled when the Statue of Liberty came into view.

Incomplete set of details (e.g., accurate
details from the beginning and end, but not
the middle); no main idea of this expository
passage

J A young boy traveled from Greece to America with
instructions from his mother never to return. The boy,
however, remained strongly connected to his homeland
despite the suffering caused by the war there. Years later his
father’s tearful memories cause him to reflect on what true

Correct Answer
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| freedom has meant to millions of immigrants. |

11" Grade, 2003 TAKS Information Booklet; Passage: “Growing Up in the U.S”

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting

details.

Generic Analysis: Best Summary

9 Which of these is the best summary of the selection?

A Elena Asturias did not consider herself a typical Hispana while growing up
in the United States. She was able to attend private school, vacation in
Guatemala, and celebrate holidays for weeks at a time. Her parents explained
that she was special and that more would be expected of her.

The third sentence is
inaccurate.

B A young woman looks back on her childhood as a first-generation Hispana.
She remembers the songs she sang, the clothes she wore, and the foods she ate.
These memories help her understand the risk taking that is needed to maximize
her potential in the United States.

The third sentence is
inaccurate.

C Elena Asturias was shown by her parents how to incorporate elements of her
Latin American heritage into her daily life. She grew up respecting family
members, speaking Spanish at home, and performing community service. This

Correct Answer

upbringing taught her the importance of sharing her culture with others.

D A young woman thinks about the influence her parents have had on her
throughout her life. They forced her to spend time conversing with adults,
dress in a conservative manner, and attend large peace marches. She regrets

Latin American relatives.

that her background has led to an increasing distance between herself and her

The second and third
sentences are inaccurate.

11" Grade, 2003 Released Test; Passage: “Letter That Changed My Life”

details.

TAKS Objective: 1; 7 (F) produce summaries of texts by identifying main ideas and their supporting

Generic Analysis: Best Summary

15 Which of these is the best summary of the article?

A A firefighter working at the South Bronx’s Engine Co. 82 is distracted by
the amount of fires in his neighborhood. He attempts to read the newspaper
and write letters, but the constant alarms make concentration impossible.
He is finally able to find time to write and becomes a best-selling author.

The first two sentences
contain inaccurate
information.

B A writer of Irish ancestry believes that William Butler Yeats is one of the
finest poets who has ever lived. He is convinced that the Irish poet’s
reputation should be defended, so he writes a letter to the New York Times
stating his position. The writer is excited when his letter is eventually
published in the newspaper.

All the information is from
the beginning of the
passage; there is no
information from the end.

C A firefighter disagrees with an article he reads about his favorite Irish
writer. His strong feelings prompt him to write a response that captures the
attention of the publishing industry. He credits his eventual success as a
writer to the force of emotion that drove him to write the letter.

Correct Answer

D A best-selling author is interested in the poetry of William Butler Yeats.
Although this author has little confidence in his own ability, he writes a
book titled Report from Engine Co. 82 and a memoir called A Song for
Mary: An Irish-American Memory. He is surprised by his own success.

This has incomplete details
from the beginning no and
information from the middle
of the passage.

Grade: 9-11
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Objective

10B
Use elements of text to defend his/her own responses and interpretations (9-11)

TAKS Information Booklet
Items that require students to support interpretations or conclusions with evidence from the text will
include paraphrased ideas or sentences taken verbatim from the text. However, an individual item will
never mix these answer-choice options; that is, paraphrased ideas and verbatim quotes will not be
combined in the same item. Answer choices using words, phrases, or sentences taken verbatim from
the text will be italicized.

In (some) items. .., students need not search the text to locate the specific lines quoted in the answer
choices. Instead, students need to recognize which piece of textual evidence answers the question.

(Some) items (are) a multiple-choice crossover item. In other words, it can be scored in either
Objective 1 or Objective 3.

Implications for Instruction and Evidence of Understanding

For the open-ended, constructed response questions, students are asked write a short response using
(and limited to) accurate, connected text evidence to support their responses. Mos